
Nestled near San Angelo’s downtown 
area, the Chicken Farm Art Center stands 

out as a colorful, innovative, and distinctive 
addition to the city. Founded in 1971 by Roger 

Allen, Richard Ramirez, and Bill Rich, the 
three envisioned a community where local artists 

could live and work. Since that time, the former 
chicken farm has been revitalized into a three-acre, 

multifaceted property that houses shops, a restaurant, 
and its own bed and breakfast. It has become a thriving 

West Texas destination for unique wares, good food, and 
an alternative to the typical chain hotel. 

THE UNIQUE WARES 
The Chicken Farm Art Center is most known for its eclectic 

array of  shops and galleries that feature artwork, pottery, home 
goods, jewelry, décor, clothing, outdoor sculptures, and more. 

Anchored by Roger Allen’s acclaimed StarKeeper Gallery, the motto 
of  the complex is to “share the art spirit” which includes not only 

selling and displaying wares, but providing opportunities for the public 
to interact and learn from the creators themselves. On average, there are 

approximately fifteen artisans that can be found within the studios, and 
additional vendors participate in events throughout the year.

Pioneering the art spirit in San Angelo over 40 years ago, the Chicken 
Farm Art Center has helped foster a  growing community among artists and 
art lovers, resulting in the nationally-recognized San Angelo Museum of  Fine 

Arts, a flourishing art program at Angelo State University, several downtown 
galleries, and various art installations across the city. Additionally, the Center 

offers tours for students, civic groups, and other organizations. While 
tours may be customized, they are generally around 30 minutes and 
include an overview of  the property and history and an introduction 

to the current artists in residence, available opportunities, and 
information on upcoming events. A behind-the-scenes tour of  the 

StarKeeper Gallery is also featured, giving a glimpse into pottery 
creation and production.

GOOD FUN 
AND GREAT FOOD

Of  the ten original Chicken Farm buildings, it was 
the grain silo that was converted into a full-service 

restaurant, making for a one-of-a-kind experience. 
Owned and operated by Helen and Craig Keith, 

The Silo House serves a bistro-style lunch six days 
per week, and a gourmet five-course dinner by 

reservation from Thursday through Saturday. 
The décor is rustic, yet modern, and is accented 
by works from the Chicken Farm artists, 

giving the space a cozy and personal vibe. 
During the cooler months, customers can 

also warm up near the indoor fireplace.
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The menu showcases many local 
ingredients and changes regularly, but lunch 
options have included Loaded Potato Soup, 
Cowboy Quiche, Grilled Cheese, Jalapeno 
Popper Sandwich, King Ranch Casserole, 
Brisket Melt, the Hippie Picnic Sandwich, and 
the Chicken Farm Salad, with modest pricing all 
around. Foodies with a sweet tooth will also find an 
assortment of  homemade cakes, tarts, pies, brownies, 
and ice cream. 

And for those looking to take home an edible 
souvenir or gift, the owner’s Homemade by Helen label 
features barbecue sauce, jams, relishes, hot sauce, and other 
jarred delicacies. The restaurant also hosts private events 
and on-site catering, and often whips up special menus to 
celebrate national holidays and events.

ALTERNATE ACCOMMODATIONS
While there are plenty of  name brand hotel options in the San 

Angelo area from which to choose, the Inn at the Art Center offers 
an uncommon and striking opportunity to branch out from the norm. 
The accommodations are about as boutique as you can get, containing 
only four distinct spaces that were once the chicken coops and feed silos. 
Of  course, the Inn is only a few steps away from the shops and restaurant, 
creating an all-inclusive environment.

The four lodgings each have their own theme, artwork, and personal 
touches. Decorated with mosaics and murals, the Artist Loft is located 
in the top portion of  the two original feed silos, above the restaurant. 
The bedroom is located in one silo, while the other silo contains 
a sitting area and the bathroom. The Santa Fe room provides a 
Southwestern-style retreat, while the Country French Room 
offers downhome charm. The Ponderosa actually contains two 
bedrooms, hosting up to four adults, and is decked out with a 
Civil War-era freckled pecan floor obtained from a Northeast 
textile factory, complete with musket balls in the boards. 

The Breakfast Nook, available any time, day or night, is 
perfect for a morning meal or anytime a snack is needed. 
Guests will find breakfast items like fresh pastries, cold 
cereal, and eggs, as well as snacks like yogurt and fruit. 
Drinks and coffee are also available.

Both out-of-towners and stay-cationers alike 
have been drawn to the property over the years, all 
desiring a stay that is comfortable and befitting 
of  their personality. Jerry and Susan Warnell, the 
innkeepers, excel at hospitality, making guests 
feel at ease and special during their time at the 
Inn. 

 MARK THE 
CALENDAR

Indulging their “share 
the art spirit” slogan, the 

Chicken Farm Art Center 
makes educating and interacting 

with the community at large 
a priority through regularly 

scheduled events. Some gatherings 
are small, curated for a rather 

niche audience, but most fill the 
artist village and are well-attended by 

the general public.

There are four main types of  events 
held on a regular basis. First Saturdays 

take place on the first Saturday of  every 
month year-round and feature local and 

regional artists and vendors, live music, 
food, and activities for the kids. Twenty to 30 

booths are typically present, appealing to various 
tastes and personalities. During warmer months, 

usually May to October, they hold their Second 
Thursday Concerts in the Yard. Attendees can 
bring their chairs and enjoy several hours of  music 
across a variety of  genres. The Chicken Farm Arts 
Center annual Open House is held the Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday following Thanksgiving. 
This is one of  their largest events, celebrating 
both the season and the Center’s founding. 

Finally, they host an Annual Ceramics 
Weekend in conjunction with the San 
Angelo Museum of  Fine Arts and 

Angelo State University. The three-day 
event is comprised of  workshops, 
symposiums, and a dinner and dance 

finale.

While these are the major 
events that take place on the 
property, a quick look at their 

social media or monthly 
newsletter reveals that there 
is almost always another 

special opportunity around 
the corner that begs 
a visit with them, 

whether on-site or 
around town.
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